Modeling Generalization Assignement



Throughout the semester we are going to do short writing assignments that will help both you and me track your thinking about the roles of the various parts of empirical inquiry. These are not graded, but they matter. You may not know some of the answers to these questions (we will return to some of the same questions later), but do your best to characterize the nature of your current thinking on these topics.

Now that you've had some initial exposure to the Apparent Motion application in class today, answer these questions:

1) What is a model? Why are models important for the study of psychology?

2) How are stimuli represented in models, and how is this representation accessed or processed in order to produce predictions for human data?

3) How do we compare human data to the model's predictions to decide whether the model is correct or which model is correct?

