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Corballis’s thoughts on the split-brain sharpened up chaptér 6. In
addition the Amnesia chapter benefits greatly from my cobtinuing
collaboration with Nicola Hunkin. However, as always, the final
responsibility for content rests entirely with me. I would also like to
thank the numerous students who have taken the course from which this
book evolved — their comments on the material have been extremely
valuable in shaping the book. I am deeply grateful to Ella Squires for all
her editorial work and to Frances for staying up half the night figuring
out how Endnote prints out 670 references. Finally | hope that readers
of this book will spare a thought for the subjects of cognitive neuropsy-
chology. 1 have always been impressed by how readily brain-injured
people offer themselves as subjects in full knowledge that the experi-
ments they take part in will not help them personally in any way. I think
this type of contribution, often within the context of adverse or even
tragic circumstances, is something both to be acknowledged and
admired. ‘

Alan Parkin
Brighton June 1995
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Cognitive
Neuropsychology
as a Science

We have our sandwiches on a hill ouside Weston with a vast view over
Somerset. She wants to say, ‘What a grand view’ but her words are going
too. ‘Oh,’ she exclaims. “What a bit lot of About.” There are sheep in the
field. ‘1 know whar they are,’ she says, ‘but I don’t know what they are
called.” Thus Witegenstein is routed by my mother.

Alan Bennew {Writing Home, 1994)

Cognitive neuropsychology is founded on the principle that one of the
casiest ways fo understand_how_a system works is_to_observe what
happéns when it goes wrong. By carefully recording and analysing the
“Various errors-that can occur in a system you can build up a picture of
how its components are organized and how they operate. Before
considering how this approach can be applied to the complex functions
of the human brain consider how it might be applied to the relarively
simple task of understanding how a relevision works. In an intact
television you are not aware of the various components that contribute
to the output. However, if you observed enough faulty televisions you
might begin to develop ideas about how they work. You would, for
example, notice that televisions can lose sound but not vision and vice
_versa. This is an important observation btcause it tells us that these two

components are independent because they can cach function when the
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