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Now that you understand LSA, let’s think about how to apply it to a different situation (and maybe even make some money). The corporate side of the LSA group in Colorado is making millions of dollars. Let’s try to do the same.

1) First, think of a situation in which documents could be analyzed by LSA to perform some function (i.e. essay grading, searches, etc). Be creative. Describe it below.

2) Next, think about what material you will use to train your LSA corpus. These could be the documents you are working with, or huge databases full of lots of generic texts, or things like word associations.

3) Next, think about how you would use LSA to solve your problem. Be as specific as you can. For example, once trained, what input would it take in, and what results would it return?

4) Finally, describe how this might relate to brain function. Is there a way to relate your application to the way the brain might solve a similar problem? Reference the O'Reilly chapter for hints.

